Cromwell Valley Elementary

PTA Meeting Minutes
October 30, 2007

Opening:

The regular meeting of the PTA at Cromwell Valley Elementary was called to order at 6:34 p.m. on October 30, 2007 in the CVE Media Center by Alan VanLuven, PTA President.

Present:

Alan VanLuven, Margaret Cellucci, Jennifer Cullinane, Stacey Parson, Melissa Jenkins, Darlene Morrison, Jennifer Descoteau, Brian Robinson, Tracey Marcantoni, Angela Middleton, Denise Junis, Sheri Schiavone, Christian Gromek, Ellen Ubaio, Ashley Brown, Anne Palmer, B. Kevin Gibbons O’Neil, Kathleen young Rybarcyk, Joseph Cellucci, Indira Palauki-Bucei, Clarence Jones, and Chris Descoteau.

A.
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was unanimously approved as distributed.

B.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the April, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved as distributed.

The minutes of the September, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved as distributed.

C.
President’s Report

Alan welcomed Brian Robinson as the new Vice President of Finance. One position on the Executive Team remains open, the Recording Secretary (the Corresponding Secretary, Margaret Cellucci is assuming the duties until the position is filled.) Following the last PTA meeting, the Towson Times published an article regarding the transfer policy. Based on that article, a Letter to the Editor from a CVE parent was published. If you would like a copy of one or both, please contact Alan. He said he felt it was worthwhile to have had the representatives from Baltimore County attend the meeting to provide an explanation of the policy. The County Fall PTA Convention is scheduled for November 16 and 17 at the Towson Sheraton. If you are interested, please let Alan know and he will ensure you are properly registered. You can get additional information from the PTA website.  

D. Treasurer’s Report

Chris presented the treasurer’s report. He said Cartridges for Kids is on-going and that the October Harvest Fest on October 26th hit its budget. Overall, things are looking pretty good. There was discussion regarding teacher grants, trying to determine the protocol for approving such grants for the teachers. This is where teachers can fill out the form and submit to the PTA for approval. Down the road there will be Carraba’s Night, a Dessert Fundraiser, the Multi-Cultural Fair and continued PTA membership dues. Please see attached budget.


E.
Officer’s / Committee Reports

Jennifer Descoteau complimented Stacey Parson and the Hospitality Committee and all those who donated donuts/juice and time for making the Donuts for Dads a success. Fall Harvest was a success and the kids had a lot of fun. In January the PTA will host a Snow Ball in collaboration with the Gigabyte Give-away – details will be forthcoming. This would be another family fun night. On behalf of Liz Yakim, Jennifer said that the PTA Directories are done and they hope to have them distributed by next week. 

Angela Middleton said the assembly budget is over by $106 but Chris mentioned that it would be fine and compliments went out to Angela for the good assemblies thus far and for those planned.

Tracey Marcantoni updated Reflections. That the student work needs to be in by November 7th and there will be a reception on December 4th from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Sheri Schiavone reported on the School Improvement Team. They discussed the School Improvement Plan which will be discussed at its next meeting. They also discussed the Back to School Night event. CVE would like feedback on providing babysitting during those events – the issue will come to the Improvement Team in the spring for a vote. Of concern is that each year the number of kids increases, therefore the liability increases, there are kids who don’t go to CVE but are friends of CVE kids that show up, and there are small kids just dropped off. The School Improvement Team meets the first Monday of each month – and expected on the agenda for November: the school improvement plan, the parent handbook, American Education week, and the Baltimore County police will discuss arrival and dismissal.

Stacey Parson reported on Hospitality Committee. She was appreciative of all the donations and all the help. The cost to the PTA was minimal. During American Education Week she is asking room parents to coordinate donations from their classes for that week. 





F.
Principal’s Report

Darlene reported that Red Ribbon Week was last week where they discussed the dangers of drugs, particularly tobacco, the kids received stickers, pencils, a red bracelet and ribbons with “I’ve got better things to do than Drugs.” She mentioned that American Education Week would be coming up the week of November 12th. CVE will have scheduled visitations throughout the week, to include the Magnet School Open House on the 13th at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. If you volunteer, you must have a volunteer application on file – you cannot chaperone a field trip or work in a classroom without such a form on file. Please contact the school if you need a form. The area assistant superintendent’s visit, Mr. Lyle Patzkowsky is slated to visit the school on November 29th. He will visit several classrooms to observe instruction. Donuts for Dads was a great success. The dads of 200 students attended the event on October 26th. Thank you to everyone who provided donuts, drinks, and time. There were many positive comments about the event. Demonstrates the wonderful collaboration between CVE and its PTA.

Dates: 
Friday, November 2nd – school closed for Assessment Day


Saturday, November 3rd – Daylight Savings – turn clock back 1 hour on Saturday 


Friday, November 9th – Spirit Day – sports wear


November 12 – 16 – American Education Week – Monday, grades 1 – 3; 
Tuesday, K-2 and the Magnet Open House; Wednesday, grades 4-5 for parents to 
visit their child’s classroom.





G.
New Business

Chris mentioned that there’s a CVE dad who is in the Coast Guard Auxiliary who would like to do an assembly or something like that to the CVE kids on water safety issues. Angela said she would contact this person to gather more information to determine whether it’s appropriate for an assembly. 

Sheri said the National PTA has a program, PTA Three for Me – which is a program designed to involve parents and families in support of children and their education. Three for Me will help schools, PTA’s, parent groups, and the like reach volunteer hours by finding creative ways to volunteer – just giving three hours of time in varying formats and registering that time for CVE. It’s a pledge format. Sheri said she has registered CVE for this year. All the hours that get registered get applied to CVE’s volunteer hours. 

Jennifer Cullinane said she is chairing the Multi-Cultural Fair this year – the date to be determined. She said if you want to claim a table for a particular culture / country let her know – and that South America is already claimed. She would like someone to take the lead on the Silent Auction for the event. Please contact her or Alan if you are interested in taking the lead on the auction. 

Question came to the floor regarding the grocery store receipts. Angela will look into the various stores to find out if CVE is registered. These are Giant, Safeway, Superfresh, etc. 

Reminder that the newsletter deadline is (tonight) at midnight. If you have anything to submit, please get to Tammy Phillips or Alan.

Question came to floor regarding costumes, “why students can’t wear their costumes to school?” Darlene said there are several reasons, it goes against certain religions, some costumes are scary and scare the little ones, and if one student doesn’t have one while others do it makes for an upset child. So, the decision was made not to allow any costumes.

Adjournment:

Meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m. by Alan VanLuven. The next general meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on November 27th in CVE Media Center.

Minutes submitted by:
Margaret Cellucci

Approved by:
Alan VanLuven
