Cromwell Valley Elementary 

PTA Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, 9/26/06 6:30 p.m.

24 people in attendance

Welcome/ Call To Order
President Sheri Schiavone called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Sheri welcomed all, reminded everyone to sign in, reminded everyone to pick up calendar of events.

Those in attendance were Sheri Schiavone, Heidi Curriero, Beverly Zink, Will Brandenburg, Darlene Morrison, Jan Clemmons, Kim Kuhr, Teresa Lynch, Jennifer Desiotean, Tracy Morgan, Becky Bloom, Jennifer Feris, Mark Mckinley, Jennifer Cullinane, Vaishali Khushalaim, Liz Yakim, Belinda Franklin, Stacey McCarron, Ann Watson, Doug Lafon, Lealie Nkum, Tracey Marcantoni and Jennifer Gordon. 
President’s Report

Vice President of Programming was not filled during nominations last year. Nicole Taylor was identified as VP. Heidi Curriero made motion to accept Nicole Taylor in VP of Programming position. Liz Yakim 1st motion, Tracey Marcantoni made 2nd motion and everyone voted. 

School of Excellence
Our standing is good for 3 years and this is the last year. The recertification process is starting. The committee will consist of 5 parents, 2 teachers and 2 administrators.
Memorial Donations
Chair taken over by Heidi. PTA has been asked to give memorial donations to CVE families. There currently is no formal procedure. Sheri made motion to allocate funds not to exceed $50 in memory of CVE staff, their immediate families, CVE students, and the vote was conducted by ballot and carried out unanimously.
Heidi – 1st
Becky Bloom -2nd
PTA Calendar
Is presented to members

Sock Hop – 10/27 – Costume Night (Family Fun night) 

Silent Auction is included with multicultural fair.

PTA Newsletter

Deadlines are at midnight on the night of PTA meetings. Anything should be submitted to Lisa Yeager and Karen Harrop. Text only and should be in a word document. If you want to include a picture you can make suggestions and they will add it. 

Thank to all volunteers by Sheri

Approval of Minutes

1st Doug Lafon

2nd Jen Feris

Unanimous vote

Budget

Mark Mckinley presents budget. $1,225.00 under misc. was from yearbooks
$1,381 – PTA membership drive

Officers 

Tracey Morgan – If anyone wants info posted let her know.

Heidi Curriero mentions BTSN daycare discussion. Why should it be free? Mrs. Clemmons mentions that teachers really appreciate having it. 

Principal’s Report
Jan Clemmons summarized important dates in October to be mindful of such as upcoming days off, BTSN for specials, Spirit Day to name a few. She mentions that in this week’s bulletin she thanked those who attended BTSN and how it supports and enhance the children’s success in school. CVE thought the evening went well and they are in the process of collecting feedback from the teachers about childcare. She also mentions that in the bulletin there will be a reminder of BTSN for special areas. 

This year a Black SAGA team will be forming and Mrs. Falatko and Ms. Schlezes will co-sponsor the activity. This is an opportunity for interested 4th and 5th grade students to meet after school and learn and memorize over 500 fact about African influence in America. Last year we won 2nd and 5th in a statewide competition.  

This year we will have Technology Learning Communities which will be called TLC for all teachers. This is an opportunity for teachers to work in small groups to learn a new piece of equipment or software in order to integrate in their instruction. 
On 10/12 the CAEAC meets at Dumbarton Middle to listen to members of the community on matters pertaining to the operating budget. We may want to consider having someone go to present the need for the county to fund the magnet schools more completely. Our budget has been reduced each year over the last several. 

Mrs. Gue had her baby this morning at 6:30.
Committee Reports

Membership
349 members so far

Folders are being put together
1 week to 10 day turnaround

Liz Yakim needs help putting folders together.

Membership is being accepted all year long.

PR

The PTA is trying to put together a website. Jen Feris needs emails sent to her about what people want included. Her email address is jferis1@gmail.com. This is a PTA website. Each officer should have a couple of sentences about themselves including what their goal is for the year. We would like the website to be useful to parents. 

Assemblies

Mr. Bruchac is coming on 11/16. His cost is $1800 (this was an inherited speaker from last years PTA) 

Radical Ropers were not available because we do not do a Jump Rope for Heart

Jan/Feb – TBA – looking for something 

Laser spectacular does a really cool show for $895 in addition they do a 2nd show for $200. Becky will be going to Essex Elem. To check it out (10/19) CVE has is scheduled for May 18th but this is not set in stone. 
Fundraising

Kid Stuff Fun Books – 432 books were sent out 

180 books came back

27 sold – 3 earned a free book.

Next year if we do this we need to attach kids with a number. We have no way of knowing who returns the books. 1 Book per family should be sent out!

Campbell’s labels as of 9/18 – 6447 points banked

Campbell’s has changed labels. These points add up so we can get lots of nice things. Labels will start looking more like box tops. We are just banking points at this time.

Sally Foster will be going out on 10/16 and will end on 10/30. Ann needs help with boxes and packets and will also need help entering order forms. Mrs. Rogers is giving us displays.

Reflections

Entries are due 11/13

Tracey Marcantoni is looking for help with certificates and will need help with reception on 12/7. 

Yearbook

Yearbooks came in and there are extra. The cost is $17. Graduates are having a yearbook signing on 10/23 in Ms. Gibson’s room. Need help with this year’s yearbook. Need a parent volunteer per grade.

Tracey Marcantoni spoke on behalf of the Rescue Recess program which is being lead by Tracey Meyers-Preston
Picture Parent
1st training is 10/3/06 at 7 p.m. in the Art room. This is a parent run activity and the 1st artist is George Sarah. Parents will present artist and establish an art project with each class. 2nd artist –still looking for an artist who is into face and figure which is Mrs. Roger’s theme this year.

Family Fun nights

Pizza Hut fundraiser was a success. We raised $404. 

Costume night will be on 10/27 from 6-8 p.m.

There will be a DJ, costume contests, a bake table, tattoos and games. Chick Fil A (sp?) will be there to serve food at cost..; Tickets are $1 per person.

Hospitality

Welcome Tea and BTSN went very will. Next event is American Education week. Looking for people to donate goods in the future. 

Book Munchers
1st-4th graders – Book Reading groups

Need a grade level coordinator for each grade. A lot of parent volunteers/leaders are needed. 

New Business

Safety belts installed in school buses. Looking for petition to be signed.

Request from Mrs. Thompson ($200 for bookmarks and incentives) for students when they visit the library. This will be tabled for tonight until we know more about the school-wide grant. 

More encouragement of healthy snacks for healthy lifestyles.

Target fundraiser through target credit cards.

Meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.
