Cromwell Valley Elementary
PTA Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, 11/29/2006
21 people were in attendance
I. Welcome/Call To Order
President Sheri Schiavone called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  The officers introduced themselves and Sheri welcomed the new and returning attendees.  Those in attendance were Sheri Schiavone, Heidi Curriero, Ann Watson, Tracy Morgan, Mark McKinley, Gina Hall, Aileen Marsh, Alem K Abraham, Will Brandenburg, Katherine Wikstrom, Darlene Morrison, Jan Clemmens, Becky Gerkens, Stacey McCarron, Lealie Perry, Danielle Gayle, Bev Zink, Tracey Myers-Preston, Tracey Marcantoni, Liz Yakim, and Susan Hullinger

II. Reading and Approval of Minutes
Sheri Schiavone asked for a motion to approve the previous meeting minutes.  Katherine Wikstrom motioned to approve the minutes and Aileen Marsh seconded the motion. The minutes were accepted.

III. President’s Report

· New Communication Venues
· The new bulletin board is in and will be located by the front office.  
· Our new PTA website is live.  Katherine Wikstrom introduced the site to the group later in the meeting.
· Calendar Updates
· The January 25 General Meeting will no longer be in conjunction with the Healthy Lifestyles event.  Healthy Lifestyles will be moved to the snow date, April 4.  We will try to plan a Family Fun event in conjunction with the January 25 General Meeting.
· The snow date for the Spirit of the Season is 12/11.
· There are no other changes to the calendar.

IV. Treasurer’s Report
Mark McKinley gave the Treasurer’s Report.
YTD Income: $22,842.76
YTD Expenses: $16,303.29
Overall Total Profit: $6,539.47
Our total net worth is $26,662.16
We will need to update our budget to include the school wide grants from last year.  There is between $500 and $700 total available to new teachers.  “New” teachers are those who are those new to the teaching profession or new to the CVE.  Becky Gerkens will remind the new teachers of the available funds.

V. Other Officer’s Reports
Ann Watson reviewed the fundraising programs.  
· The Usborne Reading program is underway.  Forms are due on 12/1 and vouchers for the Spirit of the Season will be distributed.  
· Mid December is the last drop for the old style Campbell’s labels.  Anyone who has old labels should submit them before then.
· Sally Foster netted $4,990 which was over our budgeted goal; however, it made significantly less than Great Western Reserve did the previous year.  Ann noted the administration for Sally Foster was extremely difficult and all food items were on backorder without any notice to the sellers. 

VI. Principle’s Report
See last page.

VII. Committee Reports

· Public Relations – Katherine Wikstrom presented the new PTA website.  The site is located at www.cvepta.org.  Everyone gave Katherine a round of applause for her great work.

· Spirit of the Season – Susan Hullinger gave an update on the event.  There will be a book fair, Chick-Fil-A, gross motor skill games, holiday games, and a craft station.  There will be six items costing between $0.25 and $2.00.  The stage will be used as a drying area for the crafts.  The event is Friday, 12/8 from 6 to 8 PM.  The snow date is Monday, 12/11 from 5 to 7 PM.  Volunteers are needed for this event.  Middle schoolers who volunteer will earn service hours and will be provided a Chick-Fil-A meal.  Chick-Fil-A will also provide a snowball machine and brownie samples.   
 
· Yearbook – Tracy Marcantoni is looking for volunteers to put together the pages of the yearbook.  It’s helpful to label pictures before sending them to her.

· Reflections – Tracy Marcantoni also gave an update for Reflections.  We had 21 entries this year and 18 of them will be moving on to the County competition.  There will be reception in the library on 12/12 at 4:00 PM.

· Newsletter – Susan Hullinger asked if the newsletter could be a larger font.  Sheri noted that the font used is 12 point.

· School Improvement Team – Heidi Curriero gave the School Improvement Team update for Frank Curriero.  
· Candy as a Reward - Students are always given a choice other than candy when given a reward.  Parents should contact teachers if they do not want their child to receive candy as a reward.  For parties, teachers will suggest parents provide healthy choices in addition to sweets.  
· Reducing Recess as a Consequence – Parents and teachers must work together to come up with an alternate solution if parents do not want their child to miss recess.  If the parent and the teacher cannot come up with a solution, parents can always contact Jan Clemmens or Darlene Morrison.  Currently fifth grade students who do not complete their work are given a choice to either make up the work during recess or take the zero.  Dr. Reich will be putting together a Healthy Lifestyles article for the newsletter which will address the recess policy.  Jan Clemmens’ expectation is that recess being taken away as a group punishment is not happening.  There was considerable discussion regarding this topic with some parents having very strong feelings.  Jan stated she does not see the amount of missed recess that is being described by parents.  Tracey Myers-Preston suggested we add a question in the Parent Perception Survey in order to gauge how parents feel about this topic.  Tracey also suggested a new, more creative policy be created. Detention was mentioned as an alternative solution; however, this cannot be implemented.  Jan noted she will take everyone’s suggestions into consideration.
· Topics for the next SIT meeting include The Parent Perception Survey, Installing a Traffic Light, Sound Enhanced Classrooms, Feedback on Special Area Back to School Night, and Special Area Rotation.

· Advocacy – Tracy Myers-Preston gave an update.
· Audit – Tracey noted the audit feedback location is at Carver.  It’s not clear if this is an interview or if parents have to come with a prepared statement.
· Frank Kros’ Brain Workshop will be held at CVE on 3/7 and 4/14 from 6:30 – 8:30 PM.  Cromwell parents will be able to register in January.
· Cromwell Collection orders are due on Friday, 12/1.  Anyone can email Kim Khur if there is something additional you would like to order that is not included on the order form.
· Multicultural Fair – Tracey asked us to consider potentially doing something different this year.

· Picture Parent – Bev Zink reported that Picture Parent is running very smoothly.  The Georges Seurat pictures are hanging in the hallway.  She is currently planning for the second artist.

· Enrichment – Susan Hullinger reported a GT Math Curriculum meeting is being held on 1/18 at 7:00 in the ESS building behind the Greenwood building.  Susan is also looking into starting a Foreign Language after school program under the Towsontowne Rec Council.  We currently need a parent volunteer as well as teachers.  We are hoping this will happen in the spring; however, it may not start until next fall.  We are currently looking at the Si Si Oui Oui program; however, we can potentially look at programs in addition to French and Spanish (for example Chinese or Arabic languages).  Aileen Marsh expressed interest in being a volunteer.

· Tracy Myers Preston reminded everyone that, because of bonding issues, officers should be the only ones reserving rooms in the school.

VIII. New Business
Ann Watson asked if CVE could look into a computerized reading program called Accelerated Reader.  The program allows teachers/parents to determine a child’s reading level and can recommend books appropriate for the child.  Jan Clemmons noted that this was a program the school had looked at past, but can consider evaluating it again.

IX. Adjournment
Sheri Schiavone adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM.

